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OFFICER’S MESSAGE 
June 2011

In recent months, once again we have 
witnessed more natural disasters around the 
world. The devastating earthquake and tsu-
nami in Japan, the tornado disaster in Joplin 
Missouri, and the Mississippi and Missouri 
Rivers Flooding are very few recent exam-
ples of natural events that had caused many 
deaths, widespread devastation and de-
struction of those areas’ infrastructure. They 
have left thousands of people homeless and 
millions of dollars worth of damage. All these 
disasters had made me wonder if we, as 
Civil Engineers, are really ready for the “Big 

Earthquake” in California. To view it from a different angle; how are we pre-
pared to help our communities in the event of any natural disaster?  As Civil 
Engineers we are responsible for the planning, designing, construction and 
operations of essential facilities to modern life. Just by looking around us we 
can see many of our great contributions to our societies; Roads, highways, 
harbors, airports, buildings, hospitals, schools and access to drinking water 
are just a few examples of some of the most essential elements that our 
daily lives are dependent on.

No one can predict when and how severe these natural disasters may strike 
us in the future, or the extent of destruction that they may cause to our 
infrastructure. One of the ways that we, as civil engineers, can help is to 
always be updated in our fields and be prepared to help our communities in 
the event of any natural disaster.  How we can do that?  As ASCE Members 
we have access to the ASCE Website, where under “Issues & Advocacy” 
tab, we can find a section on “Disaster Preparedness & Response”.  In this 
section you can find excellent reading materials that provide preparedness 
guidelines and mitigations as well as information on previous disasters, 

http://www.asce-sbriv.org/
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A S C E   S B / R I V   N E W S L E T T E R This month in 
engineering history

CROTON AQUEDUCT

NEW YORK CITY
Manhattan Island, surrounded by brackish water on all sides, had very limited natural fresh water sources.  As the City grew 
rapidly following the Revolutionary War, these sources dwindled and became polluted by sewage effluent. Well-off residents 
were able to import water, while poorer classes depended upon cisterns, wells, natural springs and other bodies of water.  

(Interesting side note:  the principal water importer was The Manhattan Company, more interested in banking than in selling 
water, but they kept up the pretense to retain their banking rights. It later became Chase Manhattan Bank).

By 1837 population growth, increasing pollution and repeated epidemics led to a plan to create a major aqueduct.  The 
Croton River in Westchester County was dammed, and construction started on a large and complex distribution system, 
bringing water through a series of tunnels, pipes, and reservoirs from Croton Dam, 41 miles south to the reservoirs in what 
is now Central Park, and on the current site of the landmark N.Y. Public Library on 5th Avenue between 40th and 42nd street.

One of the most interesting structures on the aqueduct was High Bridge, crossing the Harlem River in a stone and steel arch 
bridge almost 140’ above the river.  Originally built of stone to resemble a Roman aqueduct, the center span was replaced 
in 1928 with a steel arch to improve navigation clearance.  

Water started flowing in the aqueduct on June 22, 1842, taking 22 hours to travel the 41 miles entirely by gravity.  The sys-
tem was completed in October of that year.  By 1844, 6,175 houses had been connected to the system.  As large as it was, 
the system could not keep up with demand. A replacement system was started in 1885, going into service in 1890 and still 
in use.  The original aqueduct route is now a 42-mile long linear park.

Croton Aqueduct was designated by ASCE as a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark in 1975, and it became a 
National Historic Landmark in 1992.
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Lauren Popescu, PE  (909) 350-7663
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President Elect
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Rita Escobar  (714) 567-2498
Rita.escobar@aecom.com
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Matthew Addington, P.E., P.L.S..
(909) 477-2710 Ext 4202
matthew.addington@cityofrc.us

Secretary
Edwin Quinonez, P.E.  (951) 955-1917
eequinonez@rcflood.org

Newsletter Editor
Brandon Reyes, EIT 
909.974.4967
RBF Consulting 
breyes@rbf.com

Past President
Brian D. Wolfe, PE  (909)798-7584 ext. 7
bwolfe@cityofredlands.org

Committees/ Forums

ASCE Student Chapter President ‘10-’11
California State Polytechnic University Pomona 
dvaldovinos@csupomona.edu
Diana Valdovinos
(909) 587-7434

YMF President
J. Scott Petersen, PE  (951) 680-0440
spetersen@tkengineering.com

Stormwater Committee
Bill Flores Jr., P.E., CPESC, CPSWQ
(951) 320-7311  Bill.flores@hdrinc.com

Mentorship Committee
Jessie Powell, P.E., CPESC,CPSWQ, LEED AP
(909) 980-4000  Jessie_Powell@URSCorp.com

Geotechnical Committee
Shawn Ariannia, MSCE, P.E., G.E.
(909) 606-6111, Ext. 701
Shawn.A@KouryGeo.com

Are you hiring
do you have a position needing to be filled 

Let us help you
post your employment

Opportunities in your local ASCE Newsletter

For more info or to send a post 
email Brandon Reyes, EIT @

breyes@rbf.com or call at 
909.974.4967

Advertising cost apply

like lessons learned, that we can implement in the design of future 
construction projects. The reconstruction efforts of a disaster affected 
community, depends on its volunteers and their willingness to help re-
build it.  If you would like to do more for your community you can also 
become a Volunteer in one of the many Disaster Response Programs 
and share your technical knowledge and contribute to the public 
safety.  For instance you can be a part of the” Safety Assessment 
Program (SAP)”, a program from the State of California Governor’s 
Office of Emergency Services.  In this Program volunteers provide 
their professional services and assist local governments by providing 
safety evaluation of their infrastructure after a disaster.  For more in-
formation visit the State of California Governor’s office of Emergency 
Services website.

I would like to encourage our members to visit the ASCE web site and 
explore all the different possible ways that we can contribute. 

Sincerely,

Rita Escobar

Branch Vice-President
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June Meeting
How have civil engineers wasted both capital and water in the past, and how we 

can do better now?

Mason Gaffney is Professor of Economics at U.C. Riverside.  He served on the Public Utilities Board, City 
of Riverside, and as Chair of the Citizens’ Advisory Budget Committee. He was previously Director of the 
British Columbia Institute for Economic Policy Analysis, and consultant to the State of Alaska on oil and gas 
leasing policy. He has been a Senior Research Associate at Resources for the Future, Inc., and Professor of 
Economics at the Universities of Wisconsin, Missouri, and North Carolina. He has published widely on the law 
and economics of water supply in California, most recently on “Water Marketing: California’s New Frontier.”

AND

Unveiling of the ASCE Infrastructure Report Card for the Inland Empire

   Date:                   Wednesday, June 15, 2011

   Time:                  11:30am to 1:00pm

   Location:            California Baptist University – 

      Coppenbarger Room  8432 Magnolia Avenue

                            Riverside, CA 92504

Cost:                   $25 members w/ RSVP

                    $30 non-members or no RSVP

                            $15 students

Deadline:            6/10/11

Additional Info:  Edwin Quinonez

                             eequinonez@rcflood.org

                             (951) 955-1345

mailto:eequinonez@rcflood.org


A mathematician and an engineer are sitting next to each other on a long flight. The mathematician leans 
over to the engineer and asks if he would like to play a fun game. The engineer just wants to take a nap, so he 
politely declines and rolls over to the window to catch a few winks.  The mathematician persists and explains that the game is 
real easy and lots of fun. He explains, “I ask you a question, and if you don’t know the answer, you pay me $5. Then you ask me 
a question, and if I don’t know the answer, I’ll pay you $5.”   Again, the engineer politely declines and tries to get to sleep. The 
mathematician says, “Okay, if you don’t know the answer, you pay me $5, and if I don’t know the answer, I’ll pay you $50!”  This 
catches the engineer’s attention, and he sees no end to this torment unless he plays, so he agrees to the game. The mathematician 
asks the first question. “What’s the distance from the earth to the moon?”  The engineer doesn’t say a word, but reaches into his 
wallet, pulls out a five-dollar bill and hands it to the mathematician Now, it’s the engineer’s turn. He asks the mathematician 
“What goes up a hill with three legs and comes down on four?”  The mathematician looks up at him with a puzzled look. He 
takes out his laptop computer and searches all of his references. He taps into the air phone with his modem and searches the net 
and the Library of Congress. Frustrated, he sends e-mail to his co-workers all to no avail.  After about an hour, he wakes the en-
gineer and hands him $50. The engineer politely takes the $50 and turns away to try to get 
back to sleep.  The mathematician then hits the engineer, saying, “What goes up a hill with 
three legs, and comes down on four?” The engineer calmly pulls out his wallet, hands the 
mathematician five bucks, and goes back to sleep. 

Clever Engineer

©
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Date: Friday, July 1, 2011

Cost:

Send Checks to:  
LeVal Lund Award Fund 
ASCEc/o Craig Davis 
111 N. Hope St. #1368 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Deadline: July 1, 2011
Additional 

Info:
Craig Davis, Award Coordinator 
213-367-0855

LeVal Lund Award

for Practicing Lifeline Risk Reduction

This is a fund-raising drive to establish an ASCE award in 
LaVal Lund’s honor. The LeVal Lund Award is proposed to be 
given jointly by the Technical Council of Lifeline Earthquake 
Enginnering and the Council on Disater Risk Management. 
The award will advance the science and profession in engi-
neering by acknowleging outstanding performing indiviuals 
in the practice of reducing risks of lifeline systems and pre-
paring communities for natural and manmade hazards. The 
goal is to reach the needed minimum amount of $36,000 by 
July 1,2011

2011 Younger Member Employer Recognition Award
Section/Branch Presidents and Younger Member Contacts:

The Committee on Younger Members is seeking nominations for the 2011 Younger Member Employer Recognition 
Award.  Please publicize this announcement in your local newsletter, through your local e-mails, or on your web site 
so your Younger Members are informed of the program.

The Employer Recognition Award was created to recognize employers who support young engineers and assist with 
their personal development. CYM also awards two Superior Employer Recognition Awards (one public, one private) 
to the nominees who best display exemplary support of young engineers in their organizations.  A list of winning 
organizations will be submitted for inclusion in a Society publication and in the Younger Member Newsletter.

Nominations must be postmarked by August 1, 2011.  The nomination form, which describes the award in detail, is 
attached or available on the web site at:

Thank you for your continuing support.  If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact me at 
aroda@rci.rutgers.edu.

Andrés M. Roda, P.E., M.ASCE, Chair
ASCE Committee on Younger Members

http://www.asce.org/uploadedFiles/Young_Member_Groups_-_New/2010%20ASCE%20CYM%20Employer%20
Recognition%20Application.doc

mailto:LeValinfo@ascemlab.org
http://www.asce.org/uploadedFiles/Young_Member_Groups_-_New/2010%20ASCE%20CYM%20Employer%20Recognition%20Application.doc
http://www.asce.org/uploadedFiles/Young_Member_Groups_-_New/2010%20ASCE%20CYM%20Employer%20Recognition%20Application.doc
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fun day event

                                      

San Bernardino/Riverside YMF 
Beach Cleanup and Beach Fun Day Event 

Join San Bernardino/Riverside YMF as we help the surf rider foundation clean up one of our 
local beaches-Huntington City Beach. We will be taking part in the beach clean event taking 
place the morning of Saturday June 25th. . YMF will be proving bags, but please bring a pair or 
work gloves from home if you have them. After the cleanup is over SB/R YMF will be chillin’ and 
grillin’!!! We will be grilling up burgers and hot dogs for lunch, and will be hanging out and 
enjoying the beach we just cleaned.  Therefore feel free to bring your camp chairs, beach balls, 
sunscreen and anything else you need for a fun day at the beach. For more information about 
this and other beach cleanups feel free to check out the following website: 

http://hsbsurfrider.org/programs/beach-cleanups/ 

Hope to see you all there. Some of the event particulars are below: 

Where:  Intersection of Pacific Coast Highway and Beach Boulevard, Huntington Beach, CA  

When: Saturday June 25th, 2011 

Time: 8:00 a.m. to whenever you feel like heading home. 

Cost: Free. To get free parking make sure you enter the beach boulevard parking lot. Please 
RSVP so that we can purchase enough supplies (I.E. food, bags, etc) 

Contact: for more information regarding this event contact:  

 Robert Vasquez  

 revasquez@rcflood.org 

 951-955-8845 
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Type of Membership and Annual Dues (National)

Students:   Free
Associate Member:  $50 year of baccalaureate 
   Degree and first year after, 
   then incremental increases to   
   $205 over five years.
Member:   $205 annually
Affiliate:   $205 annually
Section 
(Branch) Dues: $45/year

1. National ASCE Student Membership is now 
FREE! Those who have chapters or clubs still must 
be a member of them before joining National. Log 
onto https://www.asce.org/online/ fill out the short 
application and instantly become a member of ASCE 
or call 1-800-548-ASCE (2723)
2. Online Membership renewal available, go to 
https://www.asce.org/renewal/inforenewal.cfm. You 
need your membership number, all payments must 
be made with a major credit card. An e-receipt is 
transmitted to the member upon completion of the 
transaction.

Membership Information

Over the summer your ASCE San Bernardino – Riverside Branch will be contacting you for a business card adver-
tisement in your monthly newsletter. The proceeds from the business card ads defray the costs of newsletter so that 
the Branch funds can be used for purposes of providing student scholarships, Engineer’s Week in February where 
the Branch volunteers make presentations to the local high schools to generate interest in the field of engineering, and 
other community programs. The cost of the newsletter advertisement is $250 for a one-year subscription of 10 issues. 
Included with the Business Card advertisement is a business spotlight in the monthly newsletter where one or two 
businesses are highlighted. If you would like to reserve your spot early for next years newsletter please contact your 
Treasurer for next year – Matthew Addington at (909) 477-2710 ext 4202 and let him know which month you would 

like your Business Spotlight (1st in line gets first choice).

JUNE
 

June Meeting 
wednesday June 15, 2011

see page 4

YMF Beach Clean up & fun day
see page 8

May Calender/ 
Membership Information
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Professional Directory

If you’d like to have your business card or company infor-
mation listed in the Professional Directory, Please Contact:
The Branch Treasurer, Matthew Addington, at (909) 477-
2710 ext 4202 or email at

Available space

Please see contact
information below to 
have your companies 

business card displayed 
here.

50
Years

Hall & Foreman, Inc.

Engineering    Planning    Surveying

800.54
4.2114

www.hfi nc.com

Offi ces throughout Southern 

California including Tustin, 

Santa Clarita, Temecula & Victorville

Est. 1961
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