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Last month one of our members contacted me
asking if our Branch would endorse him as part
of his campaign for one of our local city
councils. I said to myself, why not? Ever since
I have been involved in the society, ASCE has
been urging its members to get more involved
in the decision making process. This message
is formally stated as Policy Statement 139 on
the ASCE National website: “ASCE…strongly
supports the involvement of civil engineers…in
the legislative and regulatory decision making
processes at the local, state and national

levels.” Although ASCE would like more engineers in public office and
encourages its members to “get involved in the political process” there
are legal obstructions preventing ASCE from publicly endorsing one of
its members for public office.

As it stands now, according to IRS regulations, ASCE is a 501(c)(3) tax
exempt “nonprofit” organization, and by law is not allowed to participate
in campaign activities, moreover, support or oppose candidates for
election. To do so, ASCE would need to change its IRS designation from
501(c)(3) to 501(c)(6), or create a parallel entity with a 501(c)(6)
designation. The “(c)(6)” designation would allow us to endorse
candidates who would be in line with ASCE’s policies on infrastructure
and our profession. This issue has been considered by the Society’s
Board of Directors in the past, and will likely be reconsidered in the
future. The LA Section also led an effort to establish a 501(c)(6)
subsidiary organization at the Section level. Although this effort has not
yet been successful, the National Board of Directors will continue to
evaluate the feasibility of restructuring ASCE’s tax exempt status.
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The Alvord Lake Bridge was the first reinforced concrete bridge built in the United States. The Bridge is
located in the entrance to Golden Gate Park at Haight and Stanyan Streets in San Francisco.

Built in 1889 by Ernest L Ransome of New York, this reinforced concrete arch bridge is believed to be the
oldest concrete bridge in the United States that used steel reinforcing bars to improve the behavior of the
concrete. Alvord Lake Bridge, along with many of Ernest Ransome’s reinforced concrete buildings,
survived the 1906 San Francisco earthquake and several subsequent tremblers with no damage.

Ransome’s major innovation in rebar was to twist the square bar so that it bonded to the concrete better.
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The twisted iron bars embedded in the bridge served as the model for all the rebar containing
structures that followed. It is the ancestor to an endless number of reinforced concrete buildings,
bridges, tunnels, viaducts, and foundations. Because of this, Ransome is often recognized as an
innovator of reinforced concrete.

The square coldtwisted steel reinforcing bars were embedded longitudinally near the underside of the
arch and bent in approximately the same curve as the arch.
The Alvord Lake Bridge has a 29footlong span; but by the
turn of the century, reinforced concrete arch bridges were
being built with spans more than 100 feet in length.

Today, the bridge serves as a remarkable example of
modern day construction, and is even recognized by the
American Society of Civil Engineers as a civil engineering
landmark. Aside from the damage to the whimsical
concrete stalactites on the underside of the arch, the bridge
has remained in pristine condition, just as Earnest Ransome
had planned.

Alvord Lake Bridge
...continued from page 2

President’s Message
...continued from page 1

So what does this mean for us? It means that for the time being, we cannot publicly endorse individuals
for public office.

As your branch Board of Directors, we applaud each of our members who contribute their time, talents,
and engineering training to improve our political process. Too often, decisions affecting infrastructure
and development are made without an understanding of the engineering principles involved. Thank you
for your dedicated service.

Sincerely,

Edwin Quinonez, P.E.

San Bernardino and Riverside Counties Branch President
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
20132014

President
Edwin Quinonez, P.E.
Riverside County Flood Control and
Water Conservation District
(951) 9551345
eequinonez@rcflood.org

PresidentElect
Brandon Reyes, P.E.
URS Corporation
(909) 9804000
brandon.reyes@urs.com

Vice President
John B. Rogers, P.E.
CLE Engineering, Inc.
(951) 6981830
(909) 2295143
jrogers@cleengineering.com

Treasurer
Steven Ledbetter, E.I.T.
TKE Engineering and Planning
(951) 6800440
sledbetter@tkeengineering.com

Newsletter Editor
Kenneth Cox, G.E.
Geocon
(951) 3042300
cox@geoconinc.com

Secretary
Michael Sampson
City of Riverside
(951) 8265311
msampson@riversideca.gov

Past President
Matthew Addington, P.E., P.L.S.
City of Rancho Cucamonga
(909) 4772710
matthew.addington@cityofrc.us

Local Employment
Opportunities

The Survey Division of the Riverside County Transportation
Department is currently recruiting for the position of
Engineering Technician I. This position will perform various
land surveying functions, both in the field and in the office.
The job description for the position is available at the
Riverside County Human Resources Department website:
www.rchr.com/Careers/JobDescriptions.aspx

TKE Engineering, Inc. is seeking a Civil Engineer to join our
dynamic team of professionals. The ideal candidate will have
2+ years of experience and be ready to work in a fast paced,
professional environment under the supervision of senior
staff. For more information, or to apply, please visit:
www.tkeengineering.com/#!employmentopportunities/c16fg
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Volunteering at the Ronald McDonald House

When I arrived at the Ronald McDonald House Saturday morning, May 24th, to volunteer, I was
expecting to do yard work, painting, or something else outside. Since I was the contact for our
group, I was the first one to arrive and went to talk with the House’s volunteer coordinator about
what they wanted us to do. She told me that the kitchen needed to be scrubbed down and
reorganized. What happened to the work outside? Kitchen work is more tedious and a lot less fun. I
began to worry that the volunteers would be disappointed as I was and maybe want to leave. Who
wants to scrub down an industrial sized kitchen when they signed up for yard work?

Two volunteers showed up that morning and, to my amazement, not only stayed to volunteer, but
were happy to help in the kitchen. They were happy because they were helping out an organization
that supports families with critically ill children, even if it meant doing kitchen cleaning instead of
yard work. The two volunteers’ willing and happy attitude reminded me that we were there to help
and inspired me to have a better attitude about the unexpected change of work.

For two hours, early on a Saturday morning, the three of us from ASCE and another volunteer from
the Ronald McDonald House completely scrubbed down and reorganized that kitchen. During that
time, we even got to interact a little bit with a couple parents staying at the House. While cleaning I
was reminded of how important and hard it is to keep a kitchen clean with that many people and
small ones running around. The cleaned kitchen was well appreciated and will help to keep
everyone healthy.

Sarah Lunetta, PE, SB/R YMF Community Service Coordinator
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May 2014 Geotechnical Committee Meeting

The Geotechnical Committee/GI Chapter dinner meeting was held on May 14th at Zendejas
Mexican Grill in Rancho Cucamonga. Mike Miller (StoneyMiller Consultants) provided a technical
discussion of the Soledad Mountain Landslide that occurred in the La Jolla area of San Diego
County on October 3, 2007. This landslide occurred in an area of mapped ancient landslides and
was located adjacent to a large landslide that occurred in 1961 during development of the residential
properties in this area. Several residential homes were destroyed as a result of the 2007 landslide.

The presentation focused on the history of the area, the geologic formation and setting, the remedial
repairs following the 1961 landslide, the use of historical geotechnical data from numerous studies
and the repair work completed in 2009 to reestablish roadway and utility service to the residential
properties. The 2009 remedial work included the installation of numerous large diameter shear pins
which extended to depths in excess of 60 feet below grade. The presentation also provided a
discussion of the cause(s) of the landslide and the potential liability associated with a water line
break discovered shortly before initiation of the landslide. Of particular interest was how the
remedial repairs following the 1961 landslide may have impacted the 2007 landslide.

Robert R. Russell
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Lighter Side

A Little Poem:

English Translation:

A Dozen, a Gross and a Score,

plus three times the square root of four,

divided by seven,

plus five times eleven,

equals nine squared and not a bit more.
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The San Bernardino/Riverside Branch Nominating Committee has made the following
recommendations to the Board of Directors for the slate of officers for the term beginning October
2014:

PresidentElect (for a threeyear term; PresidentElect, President, and Past President):

John B. Rogers, P.E., Vice President  Engineering, CLE Engineering, Inc.

Vice President (for a oneyear term):

Steven Ledbetter, Associate Engineer, TKE Engineering, Inc.

Treasurer (for a oneyear term):

Kenneth Cox, G.E., Senior Project Engineer, Geocon West, Inc.

Newsletter Editor (for a oneyear term):

Michael Sampson, Assistant Engineer, City of Riverside

Secretary (for a oneyear term):

Julianna Gonzalez, Associate Engineer, Riverside County Flood Control

Current Branch officers , not up for election, serving out their remaining terms are:

President (twoyear term remaining; President and Past President):

Brandon Reyes, P.E., Transportation Engineer, URS Corporation

Past President (oneyear term remaining):

Edwin Quinonez, P.E., Senior Civil Engineer, Riverside County Flood Control

In accordance with Article V, Section 4 and 5, of the current San Bernardino/Riververside Branch
Bylaws, this serves as the announcement of the Official Slate of Officers and additional nominations
from our Subscribing Members will be considered up to the Annual Meeting. The Presiding Officer
shall conduct the Branch election at the Annual Meeting (June).

Submit any additional nominations, before June 10, 2014 to:
ASCE San Bernardino/Riverside Branch Secretary
Michael Sampson
City of Riverside
(951) 8265311
msampson@riversideca.gov

Nominations for San Bernardino/Riverside Branch Officers
Terms to Begin in October
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Order of the Engineer Ceremony at Cal Poly Pomona

An Order of the Engineer ceremony was conducted on Friday, May 2nd. This was the first time that
the San Bernardino/Riverside County YMF and Cal Poly Pomona hosted such an event.

Those that are inducted to the Order of the Engineer receive a stainless steel ring that is to be worn
on the pinky finger of the working hand (whichever hand you write with). It serves as a constant
reminder to the engineer that they took an Oath/Obligation of the Engineer that sums up the most
fundamental Canon of Ethics. The ring symbolizes the strength of the engineering profession and
identifies the engineer.

The event began with light refreshments hosted by the Cal Poly Pomona students where YMF, other
members of industry and CPP students networked and interacted prior to the ceremony. It was a
privilege to have Mike Thornton (Past President, LA Section) and Jay Higgins (ASCE Region 9
Governor) officiate the ceremony and provide a spirit of pride and responsibility to the new
inductees.

There were about 44 inductees that received their rings that day with a few others as guests.
Students who are within their last year of school are able to be inducted into the Order. Being
inducted is a one time deal where you pay for the price for the ring, go through the ceremony and do
not need to pay additional member fees.

Once again, a special thank you to Mike Thornton, Jay Higgins, the student leads at Cal Poly
Pomona who planned the logistics—Chandni Patel & Brittany Bair, Dr. Seema ShahFairbank for
her continuous support, and Mark Swanson, for his donation so we’d have the ceremonial ring!

Andrea Gonzalez, E.I.T.—CPP YMF Practitioner Advisor
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Friday April 11, 2014, was the semiannual PE Exam at the Pomona Fairplex in California. Representatives
from the Los Angeles, Orange County and San Bernardino/Riverside YMFs met with local engineers and
test takers and told em’ all about how great ASCE is. We distributed ASCE flyers for future social and
technical events.

This year we handed out over 170 free seat cushions to test takers at lunch. The ASCE Membership Booth
was a great success and was followed by a social happy hour event that evening.

Soon after the examinations concluded, The Happy Hour event was well under way at the Warehouse Pizza
Restaurant located in La Verne, CA. Representatives from all three YMF’s attended the event to console test
takers and congratulate them on a job well done. Pizza and drinks were enjoyed by test takers as well as
board members as the event closed the April 2014 Cycle of the NCEES PE Exams. Best of luck to all
examinees. We look forward to greeting future ASCE Members for the October 2014 Cycle.

ASCE YMF Membership Booth and Happy Hour
Melissa Barbosa, PE, SB/R YMF President
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Available Space

Please see contact

information below to

have your company's

business card displayed

here.

IIff yyoouu''dd lliikkee ttoo hhaavvee yyoouurr bbuussiinneessss ccaarrdd oorr ccoommppaannyy
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn lliisstteedd iinn tthhee PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall DDiirreeccttoorryy,, PPlleeaassee
ccoonnttaacctt tthhee BBrraanncchh TTrreeaassuurreerr,, SStteevveenn LLeeddbbeetttteerr,, aatt
((995511)) 66880000444400 oorr sslleeddbbeetttteerr@@ttkkeeeennggiinneeeerriinngg..ccoomm

Professional
Directory
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June 2014

Membership Information
Type of membership and Annual Dues (national)

Students: Free
Associate member: $50 per year of baccalaureate

degree and first year after,
then incremental increases to
$225 over five years.

Member: $225
Affiliate: $225
Section (Branch) Dues: $45

National ASCE Student Membership is now FREE! Those who
have chapters or clubs still must be a member of them before
joining National. Log onto https://www.asce.org/online/, fill out
the short application and instantly become a member of ASCE,
or call 1800548ASCE (2723)

Online Membership renewal available. Go to:
https://www.asce.org/renewal/inforenewal.cfm. You need your
membership number. All payments must be made with a major
credit card. An ereceipt is transmitted to the member upon
completion of the transaction.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
Publisher:
ASCE San BernardinoRiverside Counties Branch
P.O. Box 1541
Riverside, CA 925021541
Phone: 951.304.2300
Email: cox@geoconinc.com
Typesetting and layout: Kenneth Cox

Editor:
Kenneth Cox
951.304.2300
cox@geoconinc.com

Identification Statement:
ASCE San Bernardino & Riverside Counties Branch
Newsletter is published monthly.
Subscription rate: $45 (included in section dues).

Advertising Rates:
Approximate number of mailings: 800 / month
Professional Directory: $250 per business card (10 issues)

Full page Ad: $235 per issue
1/2 page Ad: $125 per issue
1/4 page Ad: $75 per issue

Advertising information:
To place ads, contact the editor. Payments are
due 30 days from the date of publication. Copies
must be received by the Editor by the 15th of the
month prior to publishing

Billing Information:
Steve Ledbetter
951.680.0440
sledbetter@tkeengineering.com

June 78 YMF  Relay for Life

June 7 LA YMF  Bridge Inspection Presentation and Tour

June 11 Annual Awards Program

June 15 LA YMF  Legendary Bingo

June 18 Stormwater Committee Dinner  Sediment in Steep Channels

June 21 YMF Fundraising Event  Stateline TurnAround

June 27 ASCE Orange County  2014 Golf Tournament

July 1920 ASCE Santa Barbara  Joint YMF Camping Trip
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